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1. What did the boy do to become successful?

A. He raised hens from the eggs the innkeeper gave him.

B. He became a sea merchant and traveled to many places.

C. He learned from the innkeeper how to make his fortune.

D. He borrowed money to buy a new sailing ship.

2. When the boy asks for food, the innkeeper says, “I’ll see what I can spare.”  This means that the innkeeper

A. wants the boy to pay for the food

B. has to prepare extra food for the boy

C. is willing to give up some food

D. is worried that the food is stale

3. Describe what kind of person the merchant is.  Give one detail from the story to support your answer.


















4. The innkeeper says the merchant owes him ten thousand akches. What reason does the innkeeper give for that amount?

A. Eggs have become more expensive.

B. The merchant has taken too long to repay him.

C. Hens would have hatched from the eggs.

D. The merchant has promised to pay any price.

5. The story says that the innkeeper was “eager to make a profit.” This means that the innkeeper

A. had a dishonest plan to make money

B. thought a lot about how to make money

C. tried to make money by raising prices

D. really wanted to make money

6. Do you think that the innkeeper changes in the story?  Use specific information from the beginning and end of the story to support your opinion.
















	
7. The merchant mutters, “I’m ruined!” Explain what the merchant means when he says this. Use information from the story in your answer.



















8. What is the main reason Nasreddin Hodja tells the judge about the corn?

A. To suggest that the corn could be harvested

B. To win the court case for the merchant

C. To make the judge become even angrier

D. To make the people in the courtroom laugh










9. Who do you think is the most important character in the story? Explain your opinion using specific information from the story.

















	


10. Why does the judge decide that the merchant does not have to pay?

A. Nasreddin Hodja shows that the innkeeper's demand is silly.

B. The innkeeper finally agrees that the merchant is right.

C. The amount of money the innkeeper wants is much too high.

D. Nasreddin Hodja proves that he is a good friend of the judge.
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“Kind sir,” he respectfully inquired, “how much for the five
boiled eggs that you served me so long ago?”

In truth, the innkeeper did not remember him, for this fine-
looking fellow looked nothing like the serawny lad who had
begged for food some ten years before. Stil, eager to make a
profit,he readily added up the charges. “Thatll be ten
thousand akehes,” he declared.

“For five eggs?” The rich stranger gasped. He had thought
that he would have to pay no more than ten or twenty akehes.

“Ah, but you must consider their lost worth,” the greedy
innkeeper replied. “Had you not eaten those eggs, they would
have hatehed into hens. Those hens, in turn, would have laid

eggs that would have hatched into hens,
ranted until at st he reached his grand total.

*On and on he

When the stunned merchant refused to pay, the innkeeper
declared that he would take him to court.

Al was set for the following week. Alas, rumor had it
that the judge was a close friend of the innkeeper.

“I'm ruined!” the merchant muttered as he sat in the village
square. “What will I dof

At that moment, he was approached by a sturdy lttle man
wearing a white turban and riding a donkey. “Nasreddin
Hodja, at your service,” the man said with a friendly nod
“What seems to be the problem?”

After hearing the merchant’s story, Hodja announced, “This
i your lucky day! It would be my honor to defend you. I have
great experience in these matters.”
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“Thank you,” the merchant said, amazed at his good
fortune. But when the court date finally arrived, Nasreddin
Hodja was nowhere in sight.

“Woe is me,” mumbled the merchant

“I'll soon be rich!” cried the innkeeper.

“Where is Hodja?” demanded the judge, growing angrier by

the minute. He was about to render judgment in the
innkeeper's favor when Hodja boldly barged in.

“Pardon me,” he said, panting, as he hastily took the
witness stand. “I would have been here sooner, but this
moy

ing I had the cleverest plan. Instead of eating my boiled
o for breakfast, I planted it. Think of the rich harvest I
reap!”

“That's absurd,” the innkeeper scoffed. “You can't grow
corn from cooked kernels!” “Indeed?” Hodja said with mock
wonder. “Then, sir, how is it that you would have been able to

hateh chickens from boiled eggs?

At that, the whole room reeled with laughter.

“Order in the court!” shouted the judge, pounding hs gavel
and scowling at the innkeeper.

‘The judge then ruled that the merchant would not have to
pay even one akehe for the eggs. Instead, the innkeeper would
have to pay a fine for wasting the courts time with such
foolishness.
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Introduction: Nasreddin Hodja, a character in this story,
is familiar in many Turkish legends. “Hodja” means teacher.

Lon; ago, apoor country boy left home to sek his fortune.
Day and night he traveled, stopping to eat at inns along the
way. Though he ate sparingly, his money quickly dwindled
until, one day, no silver akches© remained.

i, the boy kept walking. Soon, however, his empty belly
began to ache. Staggering up to the next inn he sav,
approached the innkeeper.

“Please feed me!” he said. “I don't have any money now, but
1 promise to pay you as soon as I can.”

“T'llsee what I can spare,” the innkeeper grumbled. He took
five boiled eggs out of a large bowl and put them on a plate

with some stale bread. “Here,” he said, plopping the platter in
front of the boy.

‘The famished lad gratefully gobbled every morsel. Then,
repeating his promise to pay back the innkeeper, he journeyed
on.

Revived by his five-egg breakfast, the boy soon reached a
bustling seaport. Intent on finding his fortune, he set sail on
the first ship that was leaving the harbor.

Years passed, and the lnd prospered. As a sea merchant, he
sailed far, stopping in many exotic ports. However, he never
forgot his humble beginnings or the money he owed the
innkeeper.

When he finally returned home, he stopped by the old
roadside inn.




