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1. What is the article mainly about?

A. Why the ancient Egyptians made mummies

B. What the study of mummies can teach us

C. Where an ancient Egyptian mummy was found

D. How researchers unwrap mummies

2. According to the article, what did scientists in the past do to study mummies?

A. They looked through microscopes.

B. They analyzed food remains.

C. They cut through the bodies.

D. They soaked the bodies in chemicals.

3. The article says that Hatshepsut reigned in Egypt more than 3,500 years ago.  This means that Hatshepsut

A. was the ruler of Egypt

B. took control illegally

C. treated Egyptians unfairly

D. had a very long life

4. How did scientists identify Hatshepsut’s mummy?

A. They used the results of DNA testing.

B. They found her family tomb.

C. They located her husband's remains.

D. They decoded the writing on her mummy case.
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Scientists think the study of mummies could someday help to make sick people better.  Use information from the article to explain why.




























6. Bob Brier says that “mummies are crucial to medical science.” Brier means that

A. scientists are surprised about what mummies can teach them

B. research on mummies should be done only by doctors

C. scientists are worried that mummies may bring back old diseases.

D. information about mummies is very important to doctors



7. Explain how “Unwrapping the Past” could be seen as both a good title and a bad title for this article.  Support your answer with information from the article.



























8. What does Bob Brier mean by the phrase “to ‘read’ a mummy”?

A. To understand the words written on a mummy

B. To visit museum exhibitions about mummies

C. To gather information by examining a mummy

D. To make sense of the stories about mummies
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Unwrapping
the Past

By Natalie Smith

Solving mummy mysteries could
help people today.

ummies have been buried in Egypt for thousands of
M years. We have learned a lot about ancient Egypt
from them. But they have also been quite a puzzle to
scientists. A mummy is a dead body that has been preserved
with special chemicals and wrapped in cloth (see Making

Mummies, p. 4). It was only in the last 15 years that experts.
figured out how this process worked.

But now, with the help of high-tech tools, scientists are
unraveling more secrets from these ancient remains. The
details of their lives are coming to light like never before. But
experts say they are not only learning interesting facts about
the past. Mumumies may also help experts someday solve
‘modern medical mysteries.

Tales of the Dead

In the past when scientists studied mummies, they had to
cut through the body, or unwrap it. Today, they can explore
inside a mummy while it is whole.
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scanners, researchers can produce 3-D images

ntists have also recently made key advances in DNA
testing. DNA s a chemical code that gives living things their
special characteristics, such as hair color and height. Experts
take DNA from a mummy’s bones. They study it to learn
important facts about Egyptians who lived long ago.

“By using new high-tech techniques . . . we're going to be
able to tell all kinds of things about mummies,” said Bob
Brier. He is a mummy expert at Long Island University in
New York. “We can even tell if they ate meat, vegetables, and
fish!” Brier added.

Royal Mystery Solved

Scientists have used these new tools to solve a mummy
mystery that is more than 100 years old! They identified the
remains of one of the most powerful female rulers in ancient
Egypt—Queen Hatshepsut (pronounced hat-shep-soot).

s insides. They no longer need to cut them open.

Hatshepsut reigned in Egypt more than 3,500 years ago—as
queen and king! She first served as a traditional queen until
her husband died. Her stepson was then set to become a
pharaoh, or Egyptian king. Instead, she stole the throne and
declared herself a pharaoh. She often even dressed as a man.
After Hatshepsut's
death, her mummy
‘mysteriously
disappeared from
its tomb.

PIECES OF THE PAST: A scientist with an ancient Egyptian mummy.
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ROYAL REMAINS: Queen Hatshepsut's mummy was found in the Valley of
the Kings, the area in Egypt where most Egyptian pharachs were buried.

Scientists thought she might be one of two unidentified
‘mummies in another tomb nearby. Those mummies were
found in 1903, Experts ran DNA and other tests on those
‘mummies. Experts now say they are certain one of them is
Hatshepsut.

Mummy Medicine
Researchers also hope that what they learn about mummies
will help them make progress in modern medicine.

Scientists involved in the IMAX movie Mummies: Secrets
of the Pharaohs say mummy remains may someday help them
‘make really sick people better. These researchers are learning
what diseases infected ancient people. This helps them
understand how diseases have changed over time. That
information could one day help scientists cure people of these
diseases.
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Ancient Egyptian civilization began about 5,100 years ago.
Over the course of 5,000 years, millions of mummies were

nce,” said Brier, who

“Mummies are erucial to medical sci
‘worked on the film. “If you know how to ‘read’ a mummy,
it's a litle bt like [reading] an encyclopedia.”

made.

When a person died, Egyptians would remove the person's
organs, such as the heart, and put them in special cases. Then
they would put special chemicals on the body and wrap it in
cloth. This would prevent the body from rotting. Artsts and
carpenters would create detailed coffins, or cases, for the

mummy.

all of this to protect their loved

The Egyptians
ones after death. They believed that a person's

>
v@ ‘spirit lived on and still needed a body
B - the roxt wortd Egyptans honored.

ANCIENT ANIMALS:
their pets in similar ways. Many.
mummified birds, cats, and
other animals were buried
in ancient Egypt.

MUMMY MOVIE: Bob rier and a DNA expert workon a
recreated mummy in an IMAX fim. >





